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memory of the expedition of Pierre de Lusignan which had
left the city in a state of ruin and desolation.1 Apart from
a description of Egypt, mainly drawn from ancient geo-
graphers, the rest of the Evagatorium consists of a detailed
account of the return journey by the traditional sea and
land routes to the Dominican convent at Faber's native
town of Ulm.
The sum-total of Faber's more relevant statements on
the subject of the crusade is that the Holy Land had
definitely passed from Christian to Saracen hands with
little hope of its recovery for Latin rule. What he regarded
as a reasonable demand from the Sultan was confined to
the safe-conduct and freedom of Christian pilgrims to visit
the Holy Places* This was the new orientation in the long-
standing contest between the East and the West, and
there is good reason to believe that most of Faber's contem-
poraries thought in this way. On the other hand, the
memory of the successive disasters that had befallen the
Latins in their Eastern expeditions was too recent to be
lightly forgotten. The rapid progress of the Muslim Turk
in Europe itself staggered all Christians, and the downfall
of Constantinople in 1453 profoundly moved them. How-
ever violent the temper of Catholics might have been against
Eastern orthodoxy, Rome could not gaze upon such a
calamity as the extermination of the Empire of Constan-
tinople without alarm as to the fate of the countries border-
ing on the newly acquired Ottoman territories and partly
or wholly subject to papal obedience* The idea of the
crusade therefore underwent a significant change. Origin-
ally an offensive war for the recovery of the Holy Land
from the Egyptians, it became a defensive struggle to
save Europe from the Turks. This may be illustrated
by the propagandist activity of Pius II who appears to have
1 Evagatoriunt, III, 178-9* 'Anno etiam Domini 1230 (sic) Petrus,
Cypri regis frater (sic\ natione Gallicus, classe mstructa cum Catalonis et
Gallicis earn invasit, dirupit et combussit, et ditissima spolia reportavit, nee
postea convaluit, unde hodie est civitas quodammodo desolata, et in dies
domus super domum cadit, et miserabiles ruinae sunt in ea, nam praeter
muscheas et domus Mamaloccorum, regentium, et fonticos mercatorum paene
deserta est, nee in doxnibus adhuc stantibus sunt habitatores,'